Sir Peter Snell, OBE /

Name Place of Birth
Peter Ceorge Snell Opuna/ee, New /ealand

Born Sporf
'] December 938 Athletics — Running

Life and Career

Peter Snell was a middle distance runner; he was a world—record holder for the 800
metre race, 000 metre race, the mile and the 880 gard race.

Snell trained under Arthur Lgdiard; he trained b% runmng /ong distances. This built up

SI’?@//’S endumnce.

In /qéﬂ, at the Tokgo O/ﬂmpic Cames, Snell won go/d medals in both 800m and the
| 500m. In both races, he was boxed in and had to break from the /oac/e fo win.

In /q65, Snell retired from mcmg. He became the director of the Human Performance
Labrm‘org at UT  Southwestern Medical Centre in Da//as, Texas. Snell also wrote and

co—wrote books about his career, fn‘ness, sporT and science. He died in Dallas on |7

December 2019, aged 80.

Snell s 800m record remains the fastest ever run over that distance on a qrass Tmc/e,
and is also the oldest national record recoqmzed bg the TAAF (lnternational Association
of Athletics Federations) for a standard track and field event.

N L N
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1960 Rome §00m Cold R e %
196k Tokyo 800m Cold
196k Tokyo [ 500m Cold
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Valerie Adams, ONZM /

Name Place of Birth
Valerie Kasanita Adams Rotorua, New Zealand
Born Sporf

6 October [98L Athletics - Shot puT

Life and Career

Valerie Adams is a shot puﬁer. She won her first world champ/onsh/‘p in 2001 at
the World Y outh Champlonshllns at on/g | 6 years old.

Adams is a four—time World champ/’on, three—time World Indoor chamlmon and
fwo—time O/gmpic and three—time Commonwealth champion. She currem‘/y holds  the
New Zealand, Oceanian, Commonwealth and equa/ World Cham,nions/wi/o records with a
persona/ best throw of 21.2L metres.

At the Beljmg O/gmp/cs in 2008 she qua//fied for the final with the /ongesT distance
thrown, 19.73 m, on her first aTTempT. She won the go/d with a throw of
2056 m. Adams won 56 compeﬁﬁons between 2010 and 201L. She was the

201 L [AAF (lnternational Association of Athletics Federations) world female athlete
of the year.

Rio 2016 was Adam’s fourth O/gmp/‘c Games havlng won go/d in the shot puT at
Beij’ing and London 20127 and fin/’sh/ng seventh in her debut at Athens Z200L .

Adam s secured her fourth O/gmpic medal at the 72071 To/ego O/ymlnlc Games where

she took home bronze.

2008 Beijing Shot Put

2012 London Shot Put Cold
2016 Rio Shot Put Silver
2020 Tokyo Shot Put Bronze
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Yvette Corlette nee Williams,
CNZM MBE

Name Place of Birth

Y vette: Winifred Williams Dunedin, New Zealand
Born Sport

25 April 19249 Athletics - Track and field

Life and Career

Yvette Williams was the first woman in New Zealand to win an O/gmlmc go/a’ medal.
Williams excelled in many track and field events; she compefed in shot puT. discus, jaue/in,
/mrd/es, and /ong jump. She also p/aﬂed both netball and basketball at a national level.

Williams won  the go/d medal in the /ong jump at the 1957 O/gmp/‘cs in Helsinki. Her
u//'nmng distance of 6.2L m was a new O/gmp/'c record.  She also finished in sixth p/ace
in the shot pul‘ and 1 Oth in the discus throw.

Williams retired in November [95L. At the time, she ranked number one in world track
and field hisforg in the /onf/ Jump, fifth in the penmﬁv/on, | 2th in the discus throw and
[9th in the shot puT.

Williams ~ continued to  contribute immense/g to the athletics commumfﬂ and s u/lde/g
recogmsed as one of New Zealand s greaTesT athletes. Y vette Williams a/ied aged gq
n Apr/ 2019

|§ e *

q52 H Sli’l/?l LOHg Jumlb O
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Sir John Walker KNZM CBE /

Name Place of Birth

_jOhi’l Ceorge \/\/a//eer PG,DQ/?UI"G, AMC/@/GHd,
/\/ew Zea/and

Born Sporf . L‘

|7 ,/anuarg 1957 Athletics - Runmng

Life and Career

John \/\/a/ker IS a midd/e dismnce runner, his runmng career /asfed over ZO gears. /‘/e

was the first person to run the mile in under four minutes.

Walker has won many Commonwealth medals and set many world records. He won the

go/d medal in the 500 m at the 1976 Montreal O/ﬂmpics.

Walker was voted sporfsman of the decade in the 1970s, due to his achievements. Walker

retired in 1992 and almost four years later, he announced that he had Parkinson's disease.
Walker has worked for the Manukau and Auckland council, and was named Patron of
Athletics New Zealand in 7020.

1976 Montreal [ 500m Cold

| |§ DA ¢

Photo courtesy of AllSport
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Sarah Walker /

Name Place of Birth
Sarah Walker Whakatane, New /ealand
Born Sporf

10 July 1988 BMX

v T e
R g,

Life and Career

Sarah Walker is New Zealand's first BMX O/gmpic medallist.  She began mcmg at the
age of 10 to /eeep up with her brother.

Walker was in the Top three of the world dwmg her jun/or BMX  career and carried on
to become world number one in 7008,

In ZO/Z, Walker won the silver medal in the London O/ﬂmpics, gammg the nick name
Silver Sarah’.

Her goa/ was to win the go/d medal at the Rio 2016 O/gmpics. U/nformnm‘e/g she /njured
her shoulder at the world champlonships in Bolivia and failed to qua/lrfg.

ZO/Z LOI’IdOI’) WOI’Y]@HS BMX SI/V@I"

| |§ DA ¢

Photo courtesy of lain McGregor /Fairfax NZ
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Mahe Drysda/e ,

Name Place of Birth
Mahé Drgsda/e Melbourne, Australia
Born Sporf

19 November 1978 Rou/ing

Life and Career

Mahé Drﬂsa’a/e is a New Zealand rower. He has trained full=time since 2001. He has

re/oresenfed New Zealand at four O/ﬂmplc Games and at nine World C/mmpionshlps. Dﬂsa’a/e
began com}neﬂng at a world level in 2003 and raced in the coxless four. After his New
Lealand crew finished fifth in the fma/, he then moved to the smg/e sculls.

Dgsda/e won the O/Wn/oic bronze in 2008 and the O/gmpic go/d in 2012,
After the 2017 O/gmpics, Drgsda/e took a short sabbatical where he compefed in Coast

to Coast and Ironman compefiﬁons.
In 2@/6, Drgsda/e compefed in the Rio O/gmp/cs where he won go/d.

Drgsda/e announced his retirement from row/ng in June 2021.

ZOOS BEIJIHg Slﬂg SCM Bl"OHZ@ ' I <s * *

2012 London Single  Sculls Cold

2016 Rio S/ng/e Sculls Cold

Photo courtesy of Ann Woolliams
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Name

Solnhie Pascoe

BOV‘"

Para/gmpic

Games

2008 Beijmg

2008 Beijing
2008 Beijing
2008 Beijing
2012 London
2012 London
2012 London
2012 London
2012 London
2012 London
2016 Rio

2016 Rio
2016 Rio

2016 Rio

Sophie Pascoe

Place of Birth

Christchurch, New Zealand

Sport

8 Januarg 199 53 Swimmer

Event

[00m  Backstroke
0Om  Breaststroke
200m Individual Medley
[00m  Butterfly
[O0m  Freestyle
[00m  Butterfly
200m Individual Medley
50m Freestyle
[00m  Backstroke
100m  Breaststroke
50m Freestyle

[OOm Backstroke

200m  Individual
Medley

[ OOm Buﬁerﬁg

Medals

Gold

Gold

Gold

Silver

Cold

Gold

Gold

Silver

Silver

Silver

Silver

Cold

Gold

Gold

Life and Career

Solnhie Pascoe is a Pam/gm,mc swimmer. At

the age of Three, Pascoe and her father were

in a ride on lawn mower accident. She had

her left /eg ampMTaTea’ below the knee and was

left with severe scar/’ng on her righf /eg.

Pascoe began swimmmg at the age of 7, and

at the age of /5, she was the goungest ever

New Zealander to attend the Pam/gmpic games

n Beijing 700§

Pascoe has won nineteen medals at the

Pam/gmpics. As of ZOZ/ Sophie Pascoe holds

ZO Para swlmmmg world records across /ong

and ShOI"fL course races.

2016 Rio

2020 Tokyo
2020 Tokyo

2020 Tokyo

2020 Tokyo

| O0Om Freesfg/e

[ OOm /:reesfg/e

200m Individual
Medley

[OOm Breaststroke

[O0Om Backstroke

Silver

Gold

Gold

Silver

BI"OHZ@

ey
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Sir Mark Todd, KNZM CBE ,

Name Place of Birth

Mark T odd Cambr!dge, New /ealand
Born Sporf

| March 1956 Equesfrian

Life and Career

Sir Mark Todd is a New Zealand horseman who com/oel‘es in the d/sc/p/me of

euenﬁng. He was won many compeﬂﬁons inc/udmg go/d medals at the [9&L Los
Ange/es O/gmplcs and the 988 Seoul O/gmplcs.

In 1988, Todd awarded the New Zealand Sporfsperson of the year and winner
of the Supreme /'/a/berg Award. In the same year, he was inducted into The New
/ealand Spom‘s Hall of Fame.

One of the most notable horses Todd rode was C%ar/sma, when u/mmng O/gmplc Gold
Medals in 198L and [988.

Todd won his fifth O/gmpic medal at the 2012 O/gmpics in London. He equa//ed the
O/gmp/c record for the /ongesT gap between first and last O/gmpic medals, 28 years.
The 2012 Games were Todd s sixth, haumg compefed in 1984, 1988, 1992,
2000 and 2008. Todd retired in July

[98L Los Ange Individual /:—uem‘/ng '/ *
[988 Seoul [ndividual Euenﬁng Gold I § i‘:\, ‘iﬁ\(

[988 Seoul Team Euem‘ing Bronze *

2000 Sgdneg [ndividual Euennng Bronze

ZO/Z LOHdOV! T@GI’VI EV@I’ITMg BI’OHZ@

Photo courtesy of Sffubs
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Sarah Ulmer

Name Place of Birth
Sarah Ulmer Whakatane, New /ealand
Born Sporf

[ March 1976 Cgc/mg

Life and Career

Sarah Ulmer was the first New Zealander to win an O/gmlmc cgc/ing go/d medal.
Both her father and gmndfafher represenfed New Zealand in cgc/mg.

At the Athens O/gmp/’cs, she was the f/ag bearer in the openmg ceremony for
New /ealand. After ZOOL Ulmer changed from track mcing to road mcing. In

2007, she announced her retirement from cgc/mg and attended the 7008 O/gmpics

as a mentor.

200L  Athens Individual  Pursuit Cold

| Ig DA ¢

Photo courtesy of JamesF. Perry
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Danyon I_oader

Name Place of Birth
Dangon L oader Timaru, New Zealand
Born Sporf

21 Apri/ 1975 Su/lmming

Life and Career

Danﬂon loader is one of New Zealand's most successful swimmers. In /\/\ag 2003, he
was inducted into the International Sw/mmmg Hall of Fame. When he reﬁred, he had

set 58 I’)GT/OI’IG/ I"ECOI"dS and I(OMI" WOV/d records.

Loader was New Zealand's first swimmer to break world records in two different
strokes. Loader is New Zealand's first O/gmpic Ambassador. He now coaches

other swimmers.

1992 Barcelona 200m Buﬁem{g

1996 Atlanta 200m /:reesfg/e Cold

1996 Atlanta L-.OOm /‘—reesfg/e Cold

Photo courtesy of FAIRFAX NZ
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Ian Ferguson, MBE ‘”«--FI ,_i.n

Name Place of Birth

[an Ferguson Taumarunui, New Zealand
Born Sporf

7 Ju/g 1957 Canoemg

Life and Career

[ﬂl’] Ferguson IS one O{ N€W Zea/and's most SMCC@SS{M/ O/W’YIPIOHS. /‘/e com/oefed n T/)e

KI, K2 and KL /eaga/e events at five O/gmp/c Games.

Ferguson has a/wags been a successful spom‘sman, ach/’eu/ng In runmng, rugbg

and su/immlng.

In 198k, at the Los Ange/es O/gmpic Games, he won three go/d medals. Later, he
was named New Zealand Sporfsperson of the Vear. /‘_erguson was the f/ag—bearer at
the 988 O/gmlmcs in Seoul, Korea; he won another go/d and a silver at these games.
At the age of 4O, Ferguson went to his fifth O/gmplcs. He compefed extremely well
and made the finals, gomg faster than ever before!

erem‘/g, Ferguson holds the New Zealand record for the most individual medals won
at the O/gmplc Games. He was Sporl‘sman of the year in [98L, and a finalist

in 1985 and 1988. /‘—erguson was inducted into the New Zealand Sporfs Hall of
Fame in 1993,

After reﬁr/'ng, Ferguson set up a
Olymplc s kaga/@ hire business and became a

[98L Los Ange -/ 500m national coach and administrator.

[98L Los Angeles K=2 500m Cold
[98L Los Angeles K=L [1000m Cold
1988 Seoul K=2 500m Gold
1988 Seoul K=2 1000m Silver

Photo courtesy of Oliverfirefox (@Wikimedia) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution
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Barbara Kendall, MBE

Name Place of Birth
Barbara Kendall /Dapa/eum, New /ealand
Born Sporf

30 Augusf 1967 Boardsal/lng
Life and Career

Barbara Kendall is one of New Zealand's most successful sporfswomen. When she was
/7, she took up boardsai/ing. Three years /aTer, n /q87 Kendall decided to jom the

professiona/ boardsai/mg circuit.

In 19927, Kendall won the go/a’ medal at the Barcelona O/gmpics. [t was New Zealand s

on/g go/d medal at be won at those games and she was the first New Zealand woman to
win an O/gmpic go/a/ medal since Y vette Williams L0 years earlier.

In /qqé Kendall was New Zealand's team capmm and f/ag—bearer durt’ng the Atlanta
O/ympics. At the Cames, she won a silver medal.

]nTeresng/%, she was the first New Zealand woman to compefe at five O/ﬂmpic Games.
Kendall retired in /\/\ag Z2010.

Kendall was named New Zealand Sailor of the Year in 19972 and 1998, and won
the /‘/a/berg Award as Sporfswoman of the Year in 1996, 1998, 1999, 2000 and
2002, She won the Lonsdale Cup in 1999

19927 Barcelona Sailboard (Lechner)
1996 Atlanta Sailboard (Mistral) Silver

2000 Sgdneg Sailboard  (Mistral) Bronze
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Dy/an Schmidt

Name Place of Birth

Dg/an Matthew  Schmidt Soul‘hlz)orl‘, New Zealand
Born Sport

/ January 1997 Cgmnasﬁcs o Trampo/me

Life and Career

Dg/an Schmidt is an individual and sgnchron/sed Tmmpo/in/sf, and former artistic
ggmnasf. He was introduced to Tmmpo//ne at age of five bg his older brother

and sister.

Schmidt began compef/ng in 2005. He trains six dags a week, usua//g for two

hours. He achieved go/d at the 201 L Youth O/gmpic Games in China and started his
senior career with a [ 5" p/ace finish at the 2014 World Champions/vi,o. He was
named the 201 L Co//ege Sporf Auckland young Sporfsperson of the Vear. Schmidt
p/aced in the Top [O at the 2015 World Chamlmonshilns and he qained a silver
medal at the O/gmpic Test Event in 201 6.

Dg/an was the first New Zealand athlete to compefe n Tmmlno/me at the O/ym,oic

Games in Rio.

After injurg /eelm‘ him from compeﬂng n 20/8 Dﬂ/an attended the 2020 Tokgo

ﬂm/DIC Cames ana’ went home Wlfh a bV‘OI’IZ@ meda

6 RIO Cgmnashcs - T&”GH’IIDOIHE

2020 To/ego Cgmnasl‘ics = Tmmpo/ine Bronze

W visit twinkl.co.nz



https://www.twinkl.co.nz/resources/new-zealand-resources-years-4-6-topics-themes/new-zealand-resources-years-4-6-topics-themes-festivals-celebrations-and-events/new-zealand-resources-years-4-6-topics-themes-festivals-celebrations-and-events-the-olympics

Eliza McCarfneH

Name Place of Birth
Eliza /\/\cCarTney Auckland, New Zealand
Born Slnorf

| [th December 1996 Athletics — Track and
field, po/e uau/ﬁng

Life and Career

Eliza /\/\cCarTney is a New Zealand O/gmpian who was born in Auckland. Both her
parem‘s are athletes. Her father compefed n hlgh jump and her mother compefed as

a ggmnasf.

She grew  up with two younger brothers and was a netball p/ager at hlgh school. She
pam‘ici/oafed in a range of sporfs when she was younger and started compeﬂng n hlgh

jump as a young Teenager. She shorT/g moved on to po/e uau/l‘ing.

After a few years of u/innmg national and international TiT/es, /\/\cCarTneg was selected
fo comlvefe in the 2016 O/gmpics in Rio de Janeiro. She won a bronze medal and
became the goungesf Ogmp/c medallist in the woman’s /ooe vault. She was on/g |19,

2016 Rio Pole Vault Bronze
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