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Up until the nineteenth century, kihatu (stone) was
the preferred material for making tools, weapons, and
ornaments in Aotearoa. In a land blanketed by forest
and divided by mountain ranges, these resources
were often hard to find and even harder to
extract. But this didn't stop the earliest
settlers discovering and using a range

of stone varieties. Rights over the

best stones were fiercely
contested, and while
some types were only

highly prized stone in ‘was made into flake tools like knives, o R wreis ot Eiscl
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traded throughout the motu source of mat in Aotearoa. When ==
Ngi Te Rangi took control over

ability o be fractured

made it the ideal material for weapons and tools. Pakohe Onewa is the most common rock in Aotearoa.

used locall, the Tauranga in the eighteenth century,
most sought- the Whanau-a-Tauwhao hapi were

given the island to live on. They built
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/ ‘widely used stone in Aotearoa. Its durability and toughness, Type: Sedimentary

This hard grey sandstone was made into patu,

whe v
1oki, whao, cutting blades, and drills have been found toki, and fishing equipment like anchor stones.

motu: land or nation throughout Aotearoa. This is largely due to the trading skills
of Ngiti Kuia, who are often referred to as Te wi Pakohe
because of their strong association with the stone.
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This Level 4 Connected resource explores themes of economic
opportunities, cultural redress through Treaty settlements, and mana
taonga. It focuses on the cultural and economic significance of pounamu,
locations and uses of stone resources in Aotearoa New Zealand, and the
mana of significant taonga pounamu.

1. What is the purpose of this infographic? What are the big ideas it is
conveying? What helps you to know that?

2. Where do we start reading? Does it matter where we start?

3. What are the parts of the infographic? What information do they contain?
How do they work together as a whole?

4. What information has been left out? What doesn’t the infographic show?

5. Who might have created this infographic, and who was it created for?

6. Why do you think the information was presented this way?

7. How effective is this way of presenting information?

8. What can we learn about different types of stone and their uses from this

infographic?

9. Trace the outline of Aotearoa New Zealand into your GS exercise book.
Please add regional labels using small, neat, horizontal printing.

10. In your exercise book, develop a Key to identify the location and movement
of the stone around Aotearoa New Zealand.
Remember, every map must have FACKTS
Frame, Axis, Colour, Key, Title & Scale.
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Pa were defensive structures. This one looked out over Forest clearing (by burning) was useful because it:

the bay, so that anyone approaching from the sea + allowed light to the waterways, making them healthier habitats
would be sighted before they could land. Terraces dug and increasing the numbers of fish and tuna (eels);
into the hillside provided an extra layer of defence.

« allowed weka and quail - important food sources - to flourish;

« encouraged the growth of bracken fern or pikopiko, a staple food;

Maori harvested useful stone for making « cleared land for gardening.
tools and blades. They did this by lighting

a fire at the foot of a cliff to heat the

rock, then threw cold water onto the rock

f t shattered.
HHTR00 $0 % A When the fishing was good, and fisherpeople

were bringing home more fish than could
be eaten by the community, drying racks
were useful in drying the excess fish for use
throughout the year.
KOmara are seasonal, meaning they are only
B harvested in a relatively short span of time.
To keep them fresh for eating year-round, As the megafauna of Aotearoa
Maori stored them in rua kimara (storage (such as moa) became scarcer,
Komara were originally a tropical plant and pits). This storage method kept them cool gardening became an important
needed more warmth than the temperate and in the dark, stopping them sprouting. food source.
New Zealand climate could give them. To
help keep kamara warm, gardeners bullt Most people lived as ¢ in kadinga - J These were not as heavily

tal, well-cealried becs cut of rocks that defended as pa. In times of war, however, villagers could move into the pa for protection.
retained the heat from the sun.

Waterways were useful modes of transport. Mokihi
(rafts made from raupd) were used in much of the
South Island for travelling up and down streams and
rivers, as well as out into the sea near the coast to fish.

In kdinga, cooking was done communally,
and often in a stone-lined oven in the ground.
The stones and surrounding soil insulated
the food, steaming it for several hours

until cooked.

Key Concepts
lwi and hapl experimented with new economic opportunities to enhance their mana.
In doing so, they built extensive trading networks.

Big ldeas

This activity supports the understanding of four big ideas:
« Maori history
« Colonisation and settlement,
« the use of power, and relationships.

For example:
» Maori use of stone - particularly of pounamu - required the development of new
technologies for working the stone into useful tools and beautiful ornaments.

« Maori oral histories are a way that the locations of certain types of stone and the
methods and tikanga for working stone are passed on.

» Some iwi are kaitiaki of certain types of stone in their rohe.

« Stone was often a basis for relationships between iwi and hapd in the form of trade,
and sometimes in the form of conflict over the stone.



