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Different Types of Maps
Physical Map 

Shows the land and water 
features of a region. 

Political Map 

Shows the political divisions 
within a specific area or 

region.
Image Courtesy of maps-for-free.com

Image Courtesy of maps-for-free.com

Thematic Map 

Focuses on specific 
information within a region 

such as political, economic, or 
social activities.

Image Courtesy of USDA

Cartogram 

Used to show information on 
a nation based on data 

instead of the size of the 
country.

Image Courtesy of Vinny Burgoo

Flow-Line Map 

Used to show movement of 
people, goods, ideas, animals, 

religions, etc.

Topographical Map 

Used to show different 
elevations of a region or area.
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Political Map of Mexico, Canada and the United States

1Looking at Maps - Political Map

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c3/North_america_blank_range_map.png

Canada

The United States

Mexico



®SAISD Social Studies Department       Page �3
 Reproduction rights granted only if copyright information remains intact.

2Looking at Maps - Physical Map

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/29/North_America_satellite_orthographic.jpg

Canada

The United States

Mexico

Physical Map of Mexico, Canada and the United States

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/29/North_America_satellite_orthographic.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/29/North_America_satellite_orthographic.jpg
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3Looking at Maps - Thematic Map

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/29/UnitedStatesExpansion.png

Thematic Map - U.S. Expansion

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/29/UnitedStatesExpansion.png
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/29/UnitedStatesExpansion.png
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Topographical Map of Stowe, Vermont

4
Looking at Maps - Topographical Map

20-foot (6.096 m) contour intervals. The scale is 1:24,000

Adapted from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Topographic_map_example.png

Topigraphical Map of Whzhi Mountain, China

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Topographic_map_example.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Topographic_map_example.png
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5
Looking at Maps - Line Map (Flow Map)

Adapted from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Invasions_of_the_Roman_Empire_1.png

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Topographic_map_example.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Topographic_map_example.png
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6
Looking at Maps - Cartogram

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:EU_net_budget_2007-2013_per_capita_cartogram.png 

European Net Budget 2007-2013 Per Capita

Total budget expenditure in euros 
for the whole period 2007-2013 
per capita (2007 population 
figures) are given below. Negative 
numbers indicate net contributors, 
positive numbers indicate net 
recipients.

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:EU_net_budget_2007-2013_per_capita_cartogram.png
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:EU_net_budget_2007-2013_per_capita_cartogram.png


Map of world dividing climate zones, largely influenced by latitude
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Read the title of the map to 
determine what the map is about.

Identify what type of map you are 
using. 

- Physical? 
- Political? 
- Thematic? 
- Combination?

Determine the 
orientation of 
the map by 
finding the 

compass rose.

Decide what the 
colors and 
symbols 

represent by 
using the legend 

of the map.

If present, use lines 
of latitude and 
longitude to 

determine relative 
and absolute 

locations.

Use your mental mapping skills to determine what 
part of the world you are looking at.

?
Write three 

conclusions that 
you can make 

based upon the 
information that 
you can see on 

the map.
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate
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Trying it Out - Map Skills
Base your answer to question 21 on the map below and on your knowledge of social studies.

21 The arrows on this map, “The African Diaspora,” represent the
(1) development of trade routes in North Africa
(2) expansion of African kingdoms involved in the slave trade
(3) forced migration of African peoples from their homeland
(4) dependence by Africans on imports for economic development

The African Diaspora, 15th Century – 19th Century

Source: Stanley I. Kutler, ed., Dictionary of American History, Third Edition, Volume 7,
Charles Scribner’s Sons, 2003 (adapted)

Global Hist. & Geo. – Aug. ’11 [4]

1
2
3

3 Conclusions I Can Make About This Map Are...



®SAISD Social Studies Department       Page �10

 Reproduction rights granted only if copyright information remains intact.

Trying it Out - Map Skills

1
2
3

Document 9a

…Over the course of the genocide nearly one million people were killed, and more than three
million fled to other countries, creating the world’s worst ever refugee crisis. Only then did the
West respond, launching the largest aid effort in human history, which finally concluded two
years later in March of 1996. Soon after, war broke out in several neighboring countries causing
almost all of the refugees to return home by 1997.

Post-genocide, a Unity government was formed [in Rwanda], and in 2000, Paul Kagame,
former head of the RPF, was elected transition president. Kagame was then elected to a regular
term in the country’s first standard elections in 2003. The United Nations established the
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, which has been trying high-level Hutu officials for
crimes against humanity, while local governments have resorted to tribal councils, called gacaca,
to sanction the estimated 80,000 people involved in the genocide….

Source: Terry George, ed., Hotel Rwanda, Newmarket Press

Document 9b

Source: UN High Commissioner for Refugees, December 1994 (adapted)
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Global Hist. & Geo. – June ’11 [20]

3 Conclusions I Can Make About This Map Are...



®SAISD Social Studies Department       Page �11

 Reproduction rights granted only if copyright information remains intact.

Trying it Out - Map Skills

1
2
3

3 Conclusions I Can Make About This Map Are...

3 An economist who focused on ancient societies
would most likely study the
(1) development of trade
(2) evolution of family patterns
(3) effect of fire on the lives of the people
(4) role of religion in river valley civilizations

4 Knowing the latitude of a location would be most
helpful in determining
(1) language (3) population
(2) temperature (4) time

Part I

Answer all questions in this part.

Directions (1–50):  For each statement or question, record on your separate answer sheet the number of the
word or expression that, of those given, best completes the statement or answers the question.

Base your answers to questions 1 and 2 on the map below and on your knowledge of social studies. 

Source: The Nystrom Atlas of World History (adapted)

1 This map illustrates the relationship between
(1) religion and government
(2) ironworking and trans-Saharan trade
(3) humans and environment
(4) monsoons and flooding

2 Which process is shown on this map?
(1) nationalization (3) urbanization
(2) cultural diffusion (4) social stratification

Global Hist. & Geo. – June ’11 [2]
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Trying it Out - Map Skills

1
2
3

3 Conclusions I Can Make About This Map Are...

13 • Stained glass windows assist people in
understanding Biblical stories.

• Taller and larger cathedrals emphasize the
grandeur and glory of God.

These statements best describe elements of
(1) the Four Noble Truths 
(2) Chinese pagodas
(3) Gothic architecture
(4) Greek ideas

14 Which statement is an opinion rather than a fact?
(1) Mansa Musa made a pilgrimage to Mecca.
(2) Mali would have flourished without Mansa

Musa’s influence.
(3) Mali’s economy was based on the gold and

salt trade.
(4) Timbuktu became a center for Islamic

learning.

Base your answer to question 12 on the map below and on your knowledge of social studies.

12 The information on this map suggests that the Black Death was primarily spread by the
actions of
(1) invading armies (3) merchants
(2) nomadic peoples (4) explorers

Source: Decameron Web, Brown University (adapted)

Constantinople

Global Hist. & Geo. – Jan. ’11 [3] [OVER]


