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Raumati
Summer

Birds are in their nests and the land is ploughed
and lays bare.

Hakihea is identified by the rising of the star
Rehua (Antares). Karaka berries are ripening and
flowers are abundant. The pohutukawa is in bloom
and some crops are ready for harvesting.

Write a letter/poem to someone from a different
country, describing the pohutukawa tree.

Fruits are ripe and people eat the new food
of the season.

Kohitatea refers to the gathering of
summer fruits that are ready for picking
at this time.

Survey your friends or whanau on their favourite
summer fruits. Record your findings in a tally
chart then transfer your data to a graph of your
choice.

The foot of RUh1 (summer star) now rests upon
the earth, indicating the end of summer.

Huitanguru is named for the tanguru - a large
green beetle also known as the kekerewai - which
was found throughout forests.

Write a report about a native beetle of your
choice and share with your class or friends.

TEPAPA

The Maramataka is the traditional Maori lunar calendar. It was used to guide the planting
and harvesting of crops, and fishing and hunting. It translates as ‘moon rotating’.

Ngahuru
Autumn

Crops are now harvested.

Poutlterangi is the star Altair, and it signals the
maturing of crops. Soon after this star rises above
the horizon the first kimara harvests begin.

Using kimara as the main ingredient, create an
original recipe for a dish that will be sure to im-
press the whanau.

Vegetation stalks and stems are stacked at the
borders of the crop fields.

Around this time, kiimara leaves will start to go
brown, signaling that the kimara are ready for
harvesting. Now is a time of thanksgiving for the
main crop harvests.

Interview a kaumatua (elder) about their
experiences of harvest or gardening.

Crops are stored in pits. Now it is time to rest.

Haratua is the time for storing harvested crops.
Preparations continue for the coming winter.

Research and share with a friend traditional Maori
storage containers.
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