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Week 4:  Confronting Myths about Racism in New Zealand
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Above: A poster from 1911 depicting “The Five Races of Man” – the American/Amerind, Australian/Australoid, European/Caucasoid, African/ Negroid, & Asian/Mongoloid.  Race is not a valid biological category in human beings, but this unscientifi idea continues to persist.  
Success Criteria
Students will gain an understanding of popular myths about racism in New Zealand, and they will become familiar with key vocabulary on this subject and be able to recount the definitions related to these words.  Students will gain a fundamental understanding around key ideas on race and be able to give examples of what has happened historically when these labels have been applied to certain groups, and the importance respecting diversity and practicing tolerance and inclusion in everyday life in New Zealand.    

*IMPORTANT NOTE:  Later this term you will be required to work together in small groups creating a student play on a Kiwi minority group that has experienced exclusion (minimum 5 and maximum 6 per group). You will be able to choose from Asians (Indian/Chinese), Pacifica peoples involved in the Dawn Raids, and Māori segregation. You are encouraged to think about this now and start gathering information on your play well in advance outside of class time.  Group sizes are firm at between five and six as you must learn to work with others.     
Activities

1. Reading 
2. Writing 

3. Group work

4. Class discussion
Week 4 Lesson 1 – Key Definitions
Go through Chapter 1 of the book, We Don’t Serve Maori Here, pp. 6-13. The words below appear in italics.  Write them into your Red Books. Number them starting with 1. At the top of the page, write ‘Key Definitions.” Be sure to leave at least two spaces between each definition.  Several definitions have already been included. Most definitions appear in the reading.  
1. Treaty of Waitangi 

2. Indigenous: the first settlers of a place 

3. taboo:  forbidden
4. concept: an idea
5. melting pot

6. immigrate 

7. culture 

8. heritage: something acquired from the past (‘I love my family heritage’)
9. The Golden Rule 

10. stereotype 

11. descent: the origin of a person such as their family or nationality. 
12. genes 

13. species: a category of living things with have similar features
14. homo sapiens 

15. scapegoat

16. ethnic group: a group with shared features like culture, language, etc.  

17. racism:  the belief that some ‘races’ are superior or inferior to others.  

18. racial profiling 
Task 2:  The Asian Co-habitation Scare

During the 1920s and ‘30s, there was a panic in parts of New Zealand over Indian and Chinese vegetable growers having children with young Māori farm workers.  This was especially intense in the South Auckland town of Pukekohe.   
Read the section, ‘Asian Undesirables,’ pages 40-42 in No Maori Allowed (2023). 
At the time people did not know any better and thought that there were different races.  In dot-point form, give some of the popular views of race during this period (how did people commonly view Indians and Chinese for instance) – views that we know today are incorrect.  

*

*

*

*

*

Homework:  All tasks should be completed, and your Red Books should be up to date.  

Lessons 2 and 3
Introducing Key Ideas about Race, Racism and Human Diversity
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“The beauty of the world lies in the diversity of its people.”

– Walter Lippmann

Task 1:  Read Chapter 1 of We Don’t Serve Maori Here (pp. 6-13).  In your Red Books, number and answer questions 1-3, and 5-13.  You do not need to write down the full question, however, I would like you to incorporate the question in your answer.  See questions 1 and 2 as examples of what I expect.  No one-word responses please – be sure to reflect the question back as part of your answer just as I have done below.  We will read the first two sections out loud – taking turns in class.  I would recommend trying to complete questions 1-7 today (a total of 6 questions – 2 of which have already been done) and the rest during lesson 3.
1. Why do you think the story of Māori racial segregation has rarely been taught in our public schools until now?

Possible response:  Until recently, the story of Māori racial segregation has not received much attention by Kiwi teachers because there was little information available. 
2. “Nazis were made, not born.”  What is meant by this statement?  See p. 9.  
Possible response:  The statement “Nazis were made and not born” means that no one is born a Nazi and that people are products of their environment which shapes behaviour more than genetics.  
3. How is the notion that there are different races – dangerous? 

4. Skip this question!

5. “There is strength in diversity.”  Explain.  

6. How many different species of humans are there?  What about cats and dogs?

7. Give examples of behaviours that are often associated with the following words: racism, racial profiling, scapegoating.

8. How have stereotypes of people of Jewish ethnicity changed over the past 100 years?

9. “Race is a myth, but it is a social reality.”  Explain.  See pp. 8-12.

10. How can the myth of race negatively impact on student performance?

11. In 1950, which organization issued a statement that race is a myth?  Why?

12. Name 5 different ethnic groups, nationalities, and religions.  

13. How have stereotypes of people of Jewish ethnicity changed over the past 100 years?

Extension Task:  Students who finish Lesson 3 early can work in small groups and complete the following Task:  
The power of Words.  Stereotypes are powerful, especially if you believe them.  Work in groups of 2 to 4 and write down several popular stereotypes for the following ethnic groups under each heading.   
Indians – Chinese – Samoan – Māori.

Homework:  Ensure that your books are up to date.  Also, for students who are unable to complete the extension task above in class – it becomes homework. 

