

Global Studies, Term 1, 2023

        Mission Heights Junior College
An original Teaching Unit created by Robert Bartholomew
Ethnic group: Scottish, German, French 
Birthplace:  Earth; Race:  Human
Year 9 
From Not Welcome Here to ALL Welcome Here:
A Brief History of Inclusion/Exclusion in New Zealand
Culture & Collective Identity 
Ka kahi te toi, ka whai te maramaratanga.
‘If knowledge is gathered, enlightenment will follow.’
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 Social Sciences Strand:  
 People contest ideas about identity as they challenge
                                         
 injustices and social norms
     Aotearoa Histories Strand: 
 Peopling the colony: inclusion and exclusion
Unit Overview:  
At different times in New Zealand History certain groups have been marginalized and treated as inferior to others simply because of the group they belonged to. Prominent examples include the treatment of the original settlers of the land that is now known as New Zealand – the Māori, who endured an array of injustices and challenges to their identity from the mainstream European culture. Similar treatment was experienced by other ethnic groups such as Chinese goldminers, migrant labourers from India, Fiji, and Scandinavia, and workers from the Pacific Islands. By the end of this unit, students will be familiar with basic vocabulary related to the concepts of culture, collective identity, racism, discrimination, and colonization in relation to New Zealand history.  They will be able to recount how, since the mid-19th century (the 1800s), government actions and inaction, and prevailing stereotypes of the aforementioned groups have had negative impacts (social, cultural, economic, etc.).  
Week 3 – Lessons 1 to 3
Racism 101:  An Introduction
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No one is born hating another person because of the colour of his skin, or his background, or his religion. People… learn to hate, and if they can learn to hate, they can be taught to love…
– Nelson Mandela
Success Criteria
Students will gain a basic understanding of the history and biology behind the concept of race and will be able to explain the statement: ‘While race is a myth, it is also a social reality.’  By the end of this week, they should be able to recount key terms and ideas that are associated with racism including what constitutes ethnicity and ethnic groups. 
Activities
1. Reading 
2. Writing 
3. Viewing and responding to clips from the documentary ‘Race: The Power of an Illusion,’ and the issue of skin bleaching 
4. Collaborative group work
5. Participation in class discussions
Lesson 1:  Vive la Différence 
Task 1:  Students will take out their Red Books and open to two blank pages near the front. At the top of the first page, draw a horizontal line about a third of the way across the page.  Above the line, write the unit title: “Culture and “Collective Identity –Challenges Faced by Early New Zealand Migrants.”
Class Discussion:  What is racism?  
(Brainstorm on the whiteboard different definitions)
Task 2:  Students will write in their Red Books the following definition of racism:
Racism is an attempt to categorize groups of people with similar physical features (eg, skin colour, hair texture, nose shape), as being inferior or superior to another group, and that moral and mental traits (your sense of right and wrong, and intelligence), are pre-determined at birth.     
Task 3:  Write the following phrase and its meaning into your books – 
“Vive la Différence” (viva = “long live”) 
(la = “the”)  
(“différence” = difference/diversity).  
It is a French phrase celebrating diversity.
Task 4:  As a class we will watch the two video clips from the documentary, ‘Race: The Power of an Illusion’ (Write the above title at the top of a blank page in your Red Book).  The video clips are online.
Clip #1:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y8MS6zubIaQ
(5:13 sec). start clip at 20 sec. mark
Discussion – as a class, let’s write down at least 3 key points of the clip – the first has already been provided
· There is no debate among respected scientists – race is a fairy tale – a biological myth.  
· .  
Clip #2: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GyuKJAG11Cw&t=1s 
(6:10 sec)
· Race is a myth, but many people believe that it is real, therefore it is used as a basis for discrimination.  
Discussion:  
The 2 clips we have just viewed are from a documentary, “Race: The Power of an Illusion.” 
1. Why do you think the documentary makers gave it this title?  
2. What is an illusion?  
3. Why is race considered to be an illusion?
Homework:  Ensure that your books are up to date – and all questions have been answered in your own words. 
Lesson 2:
What does the class know and understand about race?
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Task 1:  Write the heading – “Lesson 2:  What does the class know and understand about race?” into your Red Books, then go online and look up the definitions of ‘segregation’ and ‘melanin’ and write them into your Red Books underneath the definition of race.
1. Segregation:
2. Melanin:
Task 2:  Next we will have a CLASS DISCUSSION on racism.  As we discuss the points below, we will create key dot-points as a class, that you will write into your books.  You do not need to write down the 5 questions below – just the dot-points.
1. What do you know about the history of racism?
2. How much of a problem do you think racism is in the world? 
3. What do you know about the history of racism in New Zealand?
4. How much of a problem is it in New Zealand?
5. Has anyone ever experienced racism themselves?  Can you give examples (without identifying specific names of the people involved)?
Essential knowledge:  
It is essential for students to realise that ALL groups have been the targets of racism, but that those of Indian, Chinese and Pacifika people including Māori, have been the subject of significant historical intolerance in New Zealand.  Students should know that skin colour is unrelated to intelligence, athletic ability or fixed behavioral traits.  Race only exists because people believe the myth of different races.  
Skin Whitening
Over the past several centuries, in many parts of the world people with dark skin have been looked upon as inferior.  While we now know that a person’s skin colour is not related to their intelligence, in some countries people with lighter skin are still looked upon as having more prestige (respect and admiration) than those with darker skin.  For instance, whitening in parts of Africa and Asia is a multi-billion-dollar a year industry. In other words, people in these regions buy a lot of skin-whitening products because they want to look whiter.   
Watch the clip on Skin Whitening by CNN & answer the questions below:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KW7_2-snzOI (6:31 sec.)
1. Define ‘colourism.’
2. We live in a world where some people are unhappy with the darkness of their skin.  In other cultures, light-skinned people want to look darker by getting sun-tanned.  People should learn to accept the skin they were born with and be proud of it.    
Do you agree with this statement?  Based on what you have learned today, what advice would you give to a friend who wants to bleach their skin to make it whiter?  Write a letter to your friend and explain your position (5 to 10 sentences).    
Homework:  All tasks should be completed, and your Red Books should be up to date.  
Lesson 3:  Could You Pass the ‘Race’ Test?
[image: image4.jpg]



New Zealand is made up of institutions like schools, police, courts, and the prison system.  Racism occurs in institutions because they often reflect existing stereotypes in wider society, and they end up treating certain groups differently.  One example of this in New Zealand involves the police and court system.  While Māori make up over 50% of all persons in prison, they are only 17% of the population, so why do Māori have such high rates of arrest and imprisonment?  It has nothing to do with their genetics or biology.  Just because someone is Māori doesn’t make them any more likely to commit a crime.  There is no group that is more prone to committing crime.  
Studies show that police are more likely to stop, search and arrest Māori compared to other groups due to the stereotype of them being more likely to engage in criminal activities – and when you do that you are more likely to identify criminal activity.  In the courts, studies have shown that Māori are more likely to receive prison time and harsher sentences compared to non- Māori, for the same offenses. This is not meant to run-down the police, who perform an important job of maintaining law and order, but they are human and are subject to the same prevailing stereotypes as everyone else.   
Powerpoint:  Stuff NZ has created an interesting Powerpoint that looks at this issue more closely.
https://interactives.stuff.co.nz/2018/05/prisons/crime.html#/
Task 1:  Break up into groups of 5-6 – each group will be given a single sheet of paper.  Watch the Powerpoint presentation as a group.  Discuss the information and work together to write down at least 5 key takeaways in the form of dot-points.  Please do not copy word for word – write your group’s key points in your own words. 
*Note:  the presentation places the percentage of people identifying as Māori in New Zealand at 15%.  It is now about 2% higher than this figure.  
*
*
*
*

*
Discussion:  Each group will be called upon to discuss at least one key point that we will write on the board and other students will write into their individual books (30 minutes)
Could you pass the Voter Test?
There is a long history of institutions in all countries treating unpopular groups and minorities unfairly.  This has and continues to happen all over the world, not just in New Zealand.  An excellent example of how court rulings and laws have been used to hurt black people in the United States involves their right to vote.  From the latter 1800s to the mid-1960s, African-Americans had the legal right to vote, but most chose not to even though they wanted to.  White citizens in the Southern states were afraid that because there were more blacks than whites, if the blacks voted in large numbers, they would elect black candidates and they would lose power, so they launched a campaign to see to it that black residents did not vote.  These campaigns happened in the area of the U.S. known as the Deep South. One of the ways that they did this was to get their local leaders to create laws forcing blacks to pass a literacy test (a test of their ability to read and write).  As a result, if a black person wanted to vote in the state of Louisiana for instance, they first had to pass the test.  The test was for anyone who could not prove they had higher than a Year 5 education (the 4th grade in the U.S.).  Most whites did not have to take the test as they had passed the 4th grade, but most blacks dropped out of school at a young age and did not, so if they wanted to vote, they had to pass the test. The voter test was created by white lawmakers so that made it nearly impossible for blacks to pass.    
Could you pass the Louisiana Literacy Test?  Take the test.  
How many questions did you correctly answer in 10 minutes (if you failed to finish in 10 minutes – you failed!).
Check the Answer Key to see how well you did (30 minutes).
*My use of such terms as ‘black’ and ‘white’ are simplistic. For instance, how dark do you have to be to be considered ‘black’ and how light do you have to be to be considered ‘white’ – and what about ‘brown?’
Homework:  All tasks should be completed, and your Red Books should be up to date.  
