
Teaching Reading Comprehension Strategies © Sheena Cameron 2009. This page is reproducible for classroom use.

Your name/s      Date 

Put the definition into your own words What are some words that have a similar 
meaning?

Use the word in a sentence Draw the word

Although dictionaries can be a great help, they do not always provide you with a definition 
you can understand or use. It is important to think about a new word or concept in several 
different ways.

There are many resources you can use to help you complete this chart:

Experts: teachers or other students
Reference tools: online resources, dictionaries, thesauruses
Context clues: from the text the word is in
Your prior knowledge: what you already know about words. For example, if you know what 
‘pharmacy’ means, it may help you to make a good prediction about what ‘pharmacology’ 
means.
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