
Week 2
October 24 to October 30th,
Lesson 1:  Mysteries Decoded - "The Witches of Salem"
More than 300 years after the Salem witch trials, something strange began happening in Salem Village (now called Danvers) – in 2012, a group of high school girls began to experience bizarre hiccuping.  Some of the girls hiccuped for over a year!  But these were not just normal hiccups – they were very loud and high-pitched and initially doctors were baffled by what they were seeing.  Some people think that there could be a link between what happened in Salem in 1692, and the strange outbreak of hiccuping at a school in the same location hundreds of years apart.  
Today we are going to watch a documentary that looks at parallels between the bizarre behaviours in Salem in 1692, and the mysterious outbreak of hiccuping that began in 2012. 
Tasks 1 & 2:  Write down the questions in your Red Books, then watch the video and answer the questions.
We will watch the video – ‘Witches of Salem - Mysteries Decoded (2022).’  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2SEKqpN-3lY
The investigator in this case examines several possibilities.  As you watch the program, write out the full questions and answers in your Red Books: 

1. What is the background of the principal investigator (the older woman) of the documentary. What is her job? 

2. What happened at ‘the witch house?’ (7:00 min. mark)

3. What was spectral evidence?  (8:45 min. mark)

4. Back in the 1690s, it was guilty until proven innocent, not __________ until proven guilty (9:00 min. mark) 

5. Most of the victims of the bizarre hiccupping were members of the __________ team (11:30 sec.)

6. Most of the those accused of witchcraft in Salem were women.  What were some of the features they had that led some people to think they were witches? (14:00)

7. Why did some people think Rebecca Nurse was a witch? (21:00)

8. What does Linda Howe think caused the recent outbreak in Salem? (22:00)

9. The soil samples at the school where the girls recently developed the hiccups – had high levels of what dangerous element? ________.

10. After the witch trials, one of the biggest accusers – a child named Anne Putnam, admitted that the victims she had accused were innocent.  But she did not blame herself, instead she pointed the finger of blame as to why she accused innocent people on The D_ _ _ _ . (32:00 sec)

11. Were the toxic elements found on the school soccer field in large enough concentrations to make the girls sick? (33:00 Sec). 

12. The sociologist believes the girls in Salem and more recently were the result of M_ _ _  P_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  I _ _ _ _ _ _ (35:00 sec)
13. The Massachusetts Department of Public health covered up this outbreak – why?
14. What is the lesson that people can take away from the Salem witch-hunts?
15.  What do the investigators finally conclude caused both outbreaks – Salem in 1692 and the more recent outbreak of strange hiccuping?
Week 2 Lessons 2 & 3.
What is the Lesson of the Salem Witch-Hunts Today
A key lesson that we have learned from the outbreak of hysteria in Salem in 1692 is that there is an ever-present danger of people who are different or stand out in society for whatever reason – of being made fun or persecuted for their beliefs.  
Before we go any further, look up the following words:
a. Persecution
b. Discrimination
c. Dehumanization
Examples of persecution include the treatment of Jews by the Nazis during the 1930s and 40s as inferior people.  As a result, they were dehumanized.  Another example are homosexuals and transgender people.  Other examples are when people are persecuted based on their weight, height, looks, skin colour, ethnic background or religious beliefs.  Everyone has the right to practice their beliefs and opinions so long those beliefs are consistent with them living in peace with others and you are not forcing others to do something against their will.  For instance, we can learn about Halloween having its roots as a pagan festival some 2,000 years ago, but no one is forcing you to be a pagan and we are not forcing anyone to dress up in a Halloween costume if it makes them feel uncomfortable.  Students often study about Buddhism or Islam or Christianity, but no one should force you to practice any of these religions in school.  What you practice is the decision of you and your parents and no one else.  We are simply learning about them as you would learn about the Nazis in Germany.  Just because we study Adolf Hitler, it doesn’t mean we are trying to turn you into a Nazi.  It is important to learn about these groups so we have a better understanding of them.     
Assignment: 
Imagine you are a reporter for the New Zealand Herald.  Find a story that was recently in the news, where people are being persecuted or discriminated against or bullied because of either their 1) religious beliefs, or 2) ethnic background (Indian, Chinese, Fijian Indian, South African Indian, African, Islander, etc.).  Include:
1. A catchy Title
2. Background Information – write a summary of the behaviour they are engaging in that people take offense to.  What are they being discriminated against for.  How are they being persecuted?  If is their ethnic background – tell me what that group practices (their cultural or religious practices and rituals).  
2b. Images. Include up to 2 images with captions that help to illustrate the story – it could be someone dressed in an Indian sarong or a Buddhist robe.
3. Write a paragraph supporting the importance of tolerance, diversity and inclusion.  How should a person respond if they are being persecuted?  What can those around do to support them?  Finally, tell me how their being persecuted relates to Salem.       
