Taika Waititi

Writer, director, actor

Born: | 6" Augusf [975

Taika David Cohen

Full Name:

Personal Life

Born in the Raukokore area of the East Coast, Taika Waititi spem‘ his  childhood between

there and We//mgfon; his mother was a teacher and his father was a farmer and artist.
Taika's father is of Maori descent, be/ong/ng to the Te—Wha‘nau—d—Apanui iwi. His mother
has a mixed Ewopean background, mc/uding belng ,DGI’T Jewish. He attended Victoria l//niuersifg
of We//ingfon, where he gm’ned a Bachelor of Arts in Theatre and Film. Waititi married
fellow film Inroducer Chelsea Wlnsmn/eg in 2011 and They have two daug/n‘ers.

Throughouf his Iorofessiona/ career, Taika Waititi has taken on a uariefg of posiﬁons. After
/eauing umuersifg, he performed in comedﬂ shows and acted in a range of theatre /oroducﬁons,

television shows and Tr/‘/ms, before uenTur/‘ng on to write and direct his own films.

Waititi's first blg hit was the short film "Two Cars, One /\//ghf’, which was released in
2003. This won a uar/‘efg of awards, both nafiona//g and inTernaTiona//g, inc/ud/‘ng bemg
nominated for an Academg Award. After this success, Waititi then went on to write and
direct femwe—/engﬂ) films. The first was ‘Eag/e vs. Shark™, followed bg ‘Bog' in 2010,
‘Bog’ was incred:’b/ﬂ Popu/ar, going on fo become the most successful New Zealand comedg.
Waititi  continued to act, write and direct, both in New Zealand and mTernaTiona//H. His
next major release came in 2013, with "What We Do in the Shadows™, a comedg about
a pair of uampires /iuing in New Zealand s capifa/ ciTg.
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In 20/6, Waititi released another massive hit called "Hunt for the \/\//‘/derpeop/e', which
quic/e/g overtook ‘Bog' as the most popu/ar Kiwi film. U/pon Its prem/ere at the Sundance

/:esfiua/, this film goT a smndmg ovation. A/ong with numerous other local and international
awards, this film won Best Fi/m, Best Director and Best Screen/o/aﬂ at the 2017 New
Lealand Film Awards

In a sigmficanf move in his career, Waititi then progressed on to direct his first /‘/o//gwood
f/’/m, “Thor: Raqnaro/e’. This was IvarT of a /arge film series which is based on Maruvel

comics. Fo//ou/lnf/ on from this polnu/ar fi/m, Waititi - then wrofe, directed and starred in

'Jojo Rabbit", a satire based on the Second World War. This film was first shown at the
2019 Toronto Film /:esﬁua/, where it won the Peop/e’s Choice Award. Waititi went on to
win both an Oscar and a BAFTA Film Award for Best Adapfed Screenlu/ag.

I m‘eresfing Facts:

® Taika Waititi and fellow comedian Jemaine Clement made up the duo The Humourbeasts.
In /qqq, Theg won New Zealand s Top comedg award, the Bi//g T Award.

o At the begmmng of his career, Tai/ea a/so used his mother's maiden name Cohen for some

of his work.
o Waititi is known for p/agmg a character in his own films.

o Dur/‘ng the COVID—19 pandemic, Waititi worked to raise money for charities bg readmg
Roald Dahl's “James and the Giant Peach” with other ce/ebr/'fg guesfs.

° |n 20/7, Taika was named New Zealander of the 7 ear.

o Waititi's services to film were recogn/'sed in 2020 when he received a Queen’s Birfhdag
honour and was named an Officer of the New Zealand Order of Merit,

* e spea/es Te Reo /\/\aori, Eng/ish and some German.
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