The Celebration of Matariki

Matariki is the name for a star cluster -
that includes the star Matariki. There are um—étangs T -
: . . | *

eighf” other stars that can be seen in the
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cluster.  The cluster is  known bﬂ other X "
names arourd the world. One of these
names is the Pleiades. Matariki is first seen
in New Zealand skies between late Mag .
and ear/g June. This marks the start of the Maori new year. The fiming of
celebrations differs amongs? different iwi. Some start Matariki from the rising
of the star Matariki. For other iwi, celebrations are started with the sighﬁng
of the star Puanga. The first full moon after Matariki marks the start of
the new Year in  sore areqs. Still others start from the first new moon
fo//owmg Matariki's appeamnce. The cluster a’!sappears from New Zealand skies
during autumn. | his s!gna/s the time to harvest crops and fill the storehouses.
As such, when Matariki could be seen once agam, stocks would be {ull and

celebrations and feasts could be held.

deiﬁona”g, Matariki was a time for whanau to gai‘her Togeﬁaer. It was a
time to remember and celebrate. It was also a time to share kn-ow/edge of the
land and traditions. Matariki forms parT of the Maori lunar calendar called
Maramataka. The stars were used as a guicfe to the seasons. If the stars
were br!g}ﬁ, then a Proc/ucﬁue 56450n fag ahead. When this happenea', crops
would be pfan?ed in Sepfember. When the stars were hazg or dim, P/anﬁng
would be puf of{ until October. The dimness of the stars meant a cold winter

) /ag ahead. Within the cluster. each
star  held a4 sPecia/ 'meanmg. The

e

stars were connected to areas of the
land, nature and the pasT. Mataribi
was a fime to remember Whafeapapa

and those who had been lost both
recenﬂg and in the pasr.
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The Celebration Qf Matariki

Todag, Matariki is celebrated with a mix of traditions that have been handed

down and modern pmcﬁces.

Modern celebrations centre around being Togeﬂ)er, sham’ng food and connecﬁng

with the Pasf. Celebrations look  different for each commuan. Activities
mfghi‘ include:

‘Concerfs, with traditional and '/\si‘ronomy Workshops.

modern woiata and dance. "P/anﬁngs, sgmbofising new

e Art exhibitions ce/ebmﬁng Mamrﬂei, begmnmgs, rejuuenaﬁng native

te a0 Maori and Maori artists. species and nurwrmg our world.

'Sforgfeﬂmg, the sharing of _ 'Hangi ard feasts.

traditional /egends and my?hs as well ‘Familg days which may involve

as readmg modern books and texts. 7 mix of all of the above.

Matariki has become an oppormmfy to celebrate all Thmgs Maori.
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The Celebration of Matariki Questions

! How many stars are visible in the 2. Which of these names is the Matariki
Matariki cluster ? cluster also known as?
8 :| P uanga
q :I Mammamnga
:l / j Orion
]2 | Pleiades

3. Fill in the m!ssing words from the pamgmph below .

Matariki is first visible in New Zealand skies between late and earfg

. This marks the start of the | new year. The h'mmg of |

celebrations differs amongsf different tribes. Some start Matariki _from the n‘sing of the

star . For sdme iwi celebrations are started with the sighﬁng of the star

. The first full moon after Matariki marks the start of the

in some areas. Others start from the first new moon foHowmg Matariki's

appearance. The cluster dﬁ'sappears from New Zealand skies dwmg

L. Match the beginmngs of the foﬁowr’ng statements with their endmgs.

Sentence beg:’nm’ng Sentence ending
Bg the time Matariki could , then a Proa/ucﬁue seqason
be seen again, ? It /ag ahead.
' » " storehouses would be full and
deﬂ‘!onaﬁg, Matariki... o [ foasts could be held

pfanﬁng would be puf off

If the stars were bri fu‘, ®
J ? until October.
When the stars were was a time for whanau to
® &
hazg or a’im, gaﬂoer Togefher.
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The Celebration of Matariki Questions
5. Find and copy @ Maori word in the text that refers to the lunar calendar.

6. Chose from the opﬁons below to finish this senfence.

Matariki was a time to:

move to a warmer location for the winter.

remember wha’eapapa and those who %ad been lost, both recem‘fy and in the Pasf.

celebrate the summer and Pfam.’f new  crops

/. W!’ng do you think the bm’ghmess of the stars was used fo indicate

the conditions of the seasons ahead? Expfam your ideas.

. Toa’ag, Matariki is celebrated with a mix of traditions and modern Pmcﬁces.

Give three examp/es of activities that mighi‘ form parr of modern celebrations.
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