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Settlement
East Polynesians settle the

The world of the early Palynesian voyagers was a vast
wopical ocean scattered with tny islands The
temperate New Zealand islands presented startinaly
new and diverse envionments within which 10 settle
In the process of adapting fo this new land. the last
major lana mass to be settled by humans, an East
Polynesian way of lfe was tansformed nto a
distinctively Maor culture

It 1s difficult 1o determine when the first people
armved on these shores The brevity of the country's
human history requires the use of dating techniue:
with a fine degree of accuracy, but radiocarbon dating
is currently imprecise for small tir s The most
recent work in New Zealand and in wider Polynesia
has led scholars to conclude that these islands were
settled more recently than was previously thought

We also have lile knowledge of the size of the
settiing population, 1ts rate of growth, o of total
numbers in succeeding centunes What is understood
s taken from European
accounts of Maon population in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centunies, the analysis of skeletal matenal
for age at death and female fertity, the modelling of
n data, and statistical simulations of
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SETTLEMENT AND
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Rekohu (Chatham Islands) was
settled from the main New
Zealand islands no later than )
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0n the Patikirua coastline,
ferraces on the edges of deeply
incised gullies would have held
a lew houses and pits. Gardens
on the narrow coastal strip can
still be identified by rows of
stones running down the slopes.
Settlement here was by small
aroups Pa were located on the
steep-sided ridges above, which
bordered on forested hill country

POTIKIRUA COASTLINE
EVIDENCE OF SETTLEMENT

SITES AND SETTLEMENT PATTERNS

Lacated inland in a high valley on the
banks of the Hawksburn siream (as far
inland as is possible in the New Zealand
islands) are Ihe remains of a moa-
butchery site which has been dated to
about 700 to 600 years ago. The
settlement consisted of a line of huts, near
which was an area vhere t0ols were
manufactured. and another area vith
ovens and middens containing the
remains of moa bones
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WHAKATANE: PA ON A RIVER SYSTEM

T v Kans A
Whakatan®

Settlement at the mouth of the Whakatane was in small dispersed groups on the crests of
dunes covered by volcanic ash. The Whakatane cuts through these dunes. coating therr sides
vith Sit. These ash and sit soils were well surted to horuculture. and people also hac ready
access 1o the river Many strong pa were located on the steep ridges of Ko Point These may
Have been permanently occupred, but it 15 likely that most people retreated to them only in
times of warfare.
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Colony and Colonised

The Pakeha occupation and transfor

The colonial era that is the subject of 28 plates - just
over a quarter of the Atlas - covers a relatively short
time-span, some 50 1o 60 years for the most part
('most part’ because some plates do run forward into
the 1900s, whilst some plates m Dominion” look back
1o the 1880s and 1890s) The period opens with the
signing of the Treaty of Waitangi between Maori chiefs
and Great Brtain, the establishment of a colonal
government and the beginning of substantial iImmigra-
tion from Britain

The unifying theme of the penod and of the topics
covered 1s transformation. In the space of two
generations the vegetation was transformed, as was
the population, the economy and society An observer
1N 1770 suddenly transported to 1840 would have seen
much that was familiar Observers in 1910 suddenly
transported to 1980 would have been more startled
but still able to get their bearings, particularly once they
got used to the new forms of transportation (which
were however all in existence in 1910) But observers
of the New Zealand world in 1840 would have been
immobilised by what they saw in 1910

The transformation was mos! dramatic in the sphere
of technology The railway train, the steamship and the
telegraph  and cable accelerated and faciitated
transport and communications 1N unprecedented
ways Never, before the train, had movement across
land been faster than by horse. never, before the
telegraph, had information moved fas DIGEONS
asige) than the horse These chan ch were not
of course confined to New Zealano. coincided in this
country with the massive de phic. economic and
political impact of the Pa nist
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11307 the period carried mixed messages There
1= e message of a new ‘world of hight'. the hight of
the Chinstan gospel (or gospels, given the number of
{fenominations), and the more secular ‘good news' of
“ew loods. tools and learning And there was 12
shock of betrayal as the Pakeha and therr governmen!
kawanatangal, which were at first in Maon minas
eapected Lo enhance and support Maor mani and
langatiratanga, turned out to be the agents of dspos
iession .
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Land and Sovereignty

Crown, colonists and Maori, 1840-1860

In 1840, following the signing of the Treaty of Waitang!
(see plate 36), New Zealand acquired a British colonial
administration which aimed to provide government t0 p.o eataplishment of the
poth Maor and settler (Pakeha) throughout both e ounss authority over
islands The interests of these two groups wefe Maori and in the new colony
aligned in only some respects Maort sought to benefit generally was called into
from Pakeha settlement while maintaining control over question by Hone Heke's
the process. Settlers were prepared t0 depend on attack on the flagpole at
Maori in the short term, but expected to become Kororareka in 1844. Maor
predominant in the future wanted to associate with
Initially the colonial government had little real power, Pakeha on their own terms;
and for this as well as more idealistic reasons it did not while some leaders such as
directly challenge Maori authonty. It forbade the direct Tamati Waka Nene from
purchase of land by settlers and investigated, validat- Hokianga found the British
ing only where it thought fair, claims to ownership of resence acceptable, Heke,
land made before 1840. For their part Maori challenged aawill and other Nga Puhi
settlers — and the Crown's authority — on occasion, |eaders disagreed. perhaps
most dramatically in the ‘Wairau incident in June pecause the shift of the
1843, when 22 Nelson colonists were killed. Governor capital to Auckland had
Robert FitzRoy found that the settlers had been in the drgwn commerce away from
wrong. When Russell/Kororareka in the Bay of Islands the Bay of Islands. After
was occupied by Maori in March 1845, settler anger Heke aynd Kawili attacked the
hoiled over FitzRoy was soon replaced fown in strength n March
George Grey's governorship (1845-63) saw & 1845 substantial forces wiere
transformation in both the theory and practice of the from Auckland and
colonial government. Most importantly, Grey secured sent from Aucklant South
greater financial assistance from the British govern- brought n from New Soutl
ment He used the additional resources to establish Wales Th.e war ended in
the military secunty of the North ettlements, by E‘eaelﬁn;glsee'nseg“bs:tDHUe\Esra:Zd
n
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The colony was granted
sell-government in 1853._
but vating nghts were given
only to those (Male) adult
inhabitants who owned
freehold property valued at )
more than £50. 0 (1n 00"
paid more than £10 rent p2
annum  Virtually no Maon
were eligible under these
criteria
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Land purchases between
1847 and 1853 created the
basis for a colonists' rather
than a bi-racial state, at
least in New Munster
Although the New Zealand
Company had gone into
TECESS in the later 1840s, as
conditions for colonists
improved the plan for 2
Scottish settlement by the
affiliated Otago Association
was revived Grey's
purchases provided the
basis for the allocation of a
block to the ‘Canterbury
Association’, another
affiliated body which was
linked to the Church of
England.
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Native Policy

The colonial government and Maorl, 1865-1885

Between 1865 and 1885, large paits of the Norh
Island were transtormed from predommantly Maori 10
predominantly Pakeha regions Pacification | assoct
ated particularly with the skilful Donald McLean, who
was Native Minister from 1869 to 1876 (bar one month
in 1872), entaled drawing Maon into accepting the
authonty of the colonial government and their eventual
assimilation nto colonial society Different institutions
and activities of government - the Native Land Court
Maaon representation in Parliament, magistrates, the
constabulary, schools, medical officers, rail, road and
telegraph bullding - were all expected to further one ot
both of these goals. Maon autonomy was rejected
both in theory and. save in Te Urewera, Te Rohe Potae.
and. until 1881 part of Taranaki, in practice

The Natve Land Court, headed by Chief Judge
Francis Fenton, a long-time rval of Mclean s, was
established in 1865 to provide for the establishment of
ahenable individual ttles to Maori land, which could
then be traded privately as envisaged in the Natve
Lands Acl 1862 The operations of the Court were
designed with Pakeha, not Maor. aspirations in mind

the process was destructive for Maon because
collective nership not recognised From
265 unt the Court uld only register 10

deed, a course of action which
with nghts in particular pies of land
vith nghts in the land had to

bien
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Bowen’s tour to the North highlighted the government's pleasure that Nga Puhi had chosen
not to fight in the recent war against the Crown After the trp he wrote that the colonial
authonties feit a confident assurance that “permanent tranguillity would be maintained in
the North, and reported on the enthusiasm with which Naa Puhi had asked for towns to
encourage trade and prisons for the punishment of the evil doers of both races”
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KEEPING CONTROL

The Native Schools Act 1867 wzs an
assimilationist measure which also reflectad
the collapse of the role of missions and
missionaries in Maor life and education as 2
result of the war After a hesitant start. there
wiere by 1885 some 67 schools teaching
English and other subjects to more than
2000 students. Schools were readily
established only in areas which had not

been in conflict with the Crown

; notably in the North, parts of the Bay
of Plenty, and also the South
Istand. where there were 14
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The Heretaunga Block was bought by landowners 2ctng throunh Thomas Tanner
who exploited the 10-owner rule by picking off the block s owners one by one

'ﬁ' mostly through seizure of 1ana in recovery of debts The nature of the transactions
i on this and other blocks in Hawka's Bay fostered a ‘repudiation movement
X amongst Maori that led 1o the estab ofan C )
] headed by Justice Richmond, in 1873 Maori and Pakena Commission members

Cnatham lslands disagreed on whether the deals should be repudiated. they were not
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