
   

1. The impacts of a natural disaster

Discuss or write down some of the potential impacts of a natural disaster on the people affected.

Examples might include: - loss of life or limb

- need for shelter

- lack of food or water

- need for medical care

- loss of income

- disruption to education 



   

2. Washing line activity
1. Label the locations in the map
2. Organise the events in a chronological order
3. Organise the events from the cards into a 

sequence or continuum of which they feel 
would have had the greatest impact on people. 
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Rachel Hay is a geographer who was in Nepal when the 2015 earthquake struck. We shall come back to 
learn more about Rachel’s experience in Nepal in later sessions.

Rachel wrote an article about the first few days after the earthquake had struck. She was fortunate to 
survive, but we will discover more about that later too. 

   

Discussion questions

  
-  If you were in a place that was at risk of earthquakes, how might the need to be constantly alert affect you?
 

  
-  Think about how you might feel if you were caught up in a natural disaster – how might you have been affected? How might 
you want to help others? 
 

 





Classify these events into three main types of natural hazards:

1. Hydro-meteorological,

 2. climatological

3. geophysical.

Definitions
 

-  Hydro-meteorological refers to short-term weather hazards, particularly those relating to 
water.
 

 
-  Climatological hazards are longer term, such as drought.
 

 
-  Geophysical refers to natural process involving the earth’s surface. 
 

 









Which are hazards?

• Cyclone Yasi roars into Brisbane, Queensland, Australia. 2011 thousands 
in shelter, 60 scared backpackers, 175 000 homes with no electricity.

• A hurricane passes over a remote, unpopulated region. 2011 no deaths
• Boscastle flood,UK. 2004. no deaths 100 homes and 5 caravans destroyed
• Eruption of Iceland's remote Grimsvotn volcano, does not affect airlines. 

2011
• The Asian tsunami 2004. 226 000 deaths plus disease and damage
• Civil war in Sudan, last 20 years approx 2 million died from subsequent 

famine
• Drought in Somalia 2011 UN warns of possible 750 000 deaths
• Drought in south east of England 2011 no human deaths. People cannot 

wash cars or water gardens
• Earthquake in Pakistan 2005 74,698 deaths
• Earthquake in Japan 2011 exceeds 18,000 deaths and huge damage 

including a nuclear power station



   

 Why are there more deaths in Africa, when more 

people are affected in Asia? 

Worldmapper
Disasters are hard to define but refer to level of 
impact either to peoples’ lives, homes or 
community, and that many factors influence this 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1m-QVASiGWaQAyV46KwQvyK6bjloLEBem


Disaster definition:

In the past it has been suggested that a hazard becomes a disaster if more than 20 
people are killed and/or it costs more than $20 million in damages. Discuss the impact for 
an earthquake could be greater in Haiti than New Zealand. Level of development, 
resources, location and accessibility, politics etc are all factors affecting a disaster’s 
impact.


