
The Treaty of Waitangi 
Te Tiriti 0 Waitangi 

The Treaty of Waitangi is an important document of New Zealand. It is an 
agreement, an exchange of promises, between the British Crown and a group 
RI�DERXW�����0�RUL�UDQJDWLUD��FKLHIV���

,Q�WKH�����V��WKH�%ULWLVK�JRYHUQPHQW�GHFLGHG�WKH\�QHHGHG�WR�SURWHFW�0�RUL�
people, British settlers and trade, especially from the French who had an interest 
in taking over New Zealand.

Lieutenant-Governor William Hobson began writing the treaty, with advice from 
James Busby, to secure British power. The treaty was translated by missionary 
Henry Williams and his son. The treaty was written in both English and 
0�RUL��EXW�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ�ZDV�QRW�H[DFWO\�WKH�VDPH�

7KH�0�RUL�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�WUHDW\�ZDV�VLJQHG�RQ��WK�)HEUXDU\�������E\�
DERXW����FKLHIV�LQ�WKH�%D\�RI�,VODQGV��0DQ\�PRUH�FKLHIV�VLJQHG�FRSLHV�RI�WKH�
0�RUL�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�WUHDW\�WKURXJKRXW�1HZ�=HDODQG�

7KH�%ULWLVK�DQQRXQFHG�VXSUHPH�SRZHU�RYHU�1HZ�=HDODQG�RQ���VW�0D\�������

7KHUH�ZHUH�PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJV�RYHU�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQV�RI�ZRUGV�EHWZHHQ�0�RUL�
and the Crown. This misunderstanding and disagreement over the Treaty was 
WKH�PDLQ�FDXVH�RI�ZDUV�EHWZHHQ�VRPH�0�RUL�WULEHV�DQG�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�
WKH�����V�

In the 1900s, there was not much importance put on the Treaty; it wasn’t 
XQWLO� WKH� ����V� WKDW�0�RUL� EHJDQ�
to protest and march for their land. 
IIn 1975, the government created 
the Treaty of Waitangi Act and 
the Waitangi tribunal to negotiate the 
treaty. There have been many claims, 
and settlement continues to happen with 
these today.



Questions
1. Who was the Treaty of Waitangi between?  

 
 

2. When did the government decide that they needed a treaty?   
 
 

3. Why do you think the treaty needed to be translated?  
 
 

���+RZ�PDQ\�FKLHIV�VLJQHG�WKH�WUHDW\�RQ�WKH��WK�RI�)HEUXDU\�����"�
 
 

5. :KDW�ZDV�WKH�PDLQ�FDXVH�RI�WKH�ZDUV�LQ�WKH�����V"�
 
 

���What happened in the 1970s?  
 
 

7. Research and find out what a ‘tribunal’ is. 
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