Aim: present a seminar on your reading of a poem

Seminar:
An interactive presentation to a small group of people, with space for questions to be asked/
discussion throughout.
e Your aim is to guide your group through a 10-15 minute presentation, during which they
will take notes on the poem.
You can use - handouts, pictures, etc.
You should provide copies of the poem for each group member to annotate/ stick in to
their books (Ms Wood will organise this once you advise A5/A4 etc)

Seminars will run on Tuesday of week 5.
During the session, you will run your seminar and then listen to two others, during which you will
take notes on their poems and analysis.

1. Explore the poem that you have been assigned

2. Research the poet: why did they share this experience through poetry?

3. Then, explore the poem in more detail:



The WHAT of the poem

!

1. What is the poem about?

2. What is the historical/ social/ cultural context of the
poem? You may need to research the poet!

3. What ideas is the poet expressing?

4. What images/ words/ symbols does the poet use to
convey these ideas?

The HOW of the poem -

Technique
Structure LANGUAGE
Number of stanzas Consider the effects of H
Organisation of ideas the following
Mood Imagery

Feeling/ atmosphere created. E.g.
reflective, joyful, etc. This often
changes through the poem

Tone

The voice/ sound of the poem. E.g.

serious, humourous, sarcastic.

Metaphors, symbols, —
personification, etc.

Rhythm

The ‘beat’ of the lines
Emphasis of words —
Alliteration

Assonance

Rhyme

Sounds of the words
Which sounds
repeat?

Is there a rhyming
pattern?

4. Prepare your presentation. Ensure you include space throughout for your audience to
ask questions. Your presentation should last no longer than 15 minutes (not including
space for audience questions).

a.

® Qoo

ensure you plan for a reading through of the poem

as discussed, you can use your own annotations as a base for discussion
remember to include context (what is the time/place/context of this poem?)
poets are storytellers. What story are they telling and why?

what can we take from the experience they are sharing?



