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Korean Vowel Creation. 

 

1. We have now created 6 basic vowels being, 

ㅏ,  ㅓ,  ㅗ,  ㅜ,  ㅡ,  ㅣ 

 
ㅏ ㅓ ㅗ ㅜ ㅡ ㅣ 

Memory 
word 

    s ɪ t  

IPA 
 

 /ɒ/   /ɪ/* /i:/ 

Romanization 
 

 eo    i 

 

2. Creation of the ‘Y’ Batch  

ㅣ + ( ㅏ, ㅓ, ㅗ, ㅜ) =             ,                 ,                ,                . 

 ㅑ  ㅛ  

Memory 
word 

    

IPA  /jɒ/   

Romanization  yeo   

 

 

Bright 

Vowels 

(Yang) 

Dark 

vowels 

(Yin) 

ㅣ + ㅏ = ㅑ (say ㅣ and ㅏ really fast together and it will sound like ya). 

* This is a very rough approx. 
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3. Creation of the ‘A’pple Batch  

(ㅏ,ㅑ, ㅓ, ㅕ) + ㅣ =             ,               ,                ,                 . 

 ㅐ   ㅖ 

Memory Word apple Yankee, 
(ya-pple) 

pet yet 

IPA (sound) /ae/  /e/  

Over time sound 
has changed to: 

------------- ----------- /ae/  

Romanization  yae e (note although 

sound changed 
the romanization 

has not).  

ye 

 

4. Creation of the ‘W’ batch. 

ㅗ x 3 and add (   ㅏ ,          ,           ) =                  ,                   ,            . 

ㅜ x 3 and add (          ,    ㅔ,          ) =                  ,                   ,            .       

 Memory Word IPA Romanization 

  /wa:/  

 wax   

ㅚ (N.B. this one is 

not predictable with 
the pronunciation) 

   

   wo 

  /wae/  

ㅟ    

5. The last vowel.          ㅡ + ㅣ =                              .  /u-i/ 

6. The vowel harmony principle says:  

 
7. Minimum no. of K characters to make a syllable/sound is _______ 


