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Reading Comprehension
Reading Comprehension: The word comprehension means understanding. Our
comprehension skills are tested by reading text, understanding its meaning and
interpreting a passage and answering the related question. So let us learn how to
effectively grasp and interpret a comprehension and other such reading comprehension
skills. The following reading comprehension strategies have research-based evidence
for improving text comprehension.

● Skim once as rapidly as possible to determine the main idea before you
look at the questions. Don’t worry about words you don’t know at this stage.

● Underline the words that you do not understand to facilitate a complete
understanding of the passage. This will enable you to solve the vocabulary
questions quicker.

● Look through questions carefully. You are advised to keep to the order in
which the questions appear in the test paper. Read intensively the portion
relevant to the answers.

● Concentrate on the vocabulary items and puzzle out the meaning of any
words you don’t know from the context.

Most passages require at least two readings

● Before writing the answer, check the questions again to be sure you’ve
really understood them.

● You must write complete sentences as answers.
● Answers must be relevant and to the point. If the question is for one mark

given one point. If it is for two marks give at least two points unless
specified differently in the paper.
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Steps to Follow Skimming for the Main Ideas

● Read the title of the passage / poem carefully. Determine what clues it
gives you as to what the passage /poem is about.

● Watch for key words like ’causes, ’’results, ’’effects, ’etc. Do not overlook
signal words such as those suggesting controversy (e.g., ’versus, ’’pros and
cons’), which indicate that the author is planning to present but sides of an
argument.

● Concentrate on the main ideas and ignore the details.

How to Approach Reading Comprehension Questions

The ‘why’ question

In the ‘why’ question you are required to give reasons, provide explanations and give
evidence for an answer. It is essential therefore, to look out for words that show cause,
effect and purpose in order to arrive at the answer. These words are:

(i) Cause word; Cause words signal the cause or reason for an event or an action.

(ii) Effect words; effect words signal the result of an event or an action.

(iii) Purpose words ; purpose words indicate the reason for an event or an action.

The inference question

In the inference question you are required to make a deduction or draw a conclusion
based on the information given in the passage. Since these are not straightforward
questions, it is essential therefore, to read between the lines for clues or hidden
meanings. This can be done by understanding certain key words and phrases. At times,
you can draw an inference only after reading the entire poem / passage.



The rephrasing question

At times you are required to explain a word/phrase in your own words or substitute a
word/phrase in the passage without altering its meaning. To do so it is essential to
understand the word/phrase in its context. So it is essential to read carefully what
comes before and after it.

Vocabulary

When you react to a passage or a poem, you will come across words that are
unfamiliar. However, you don’t need to look up the meaning of every new word or
expression that you come across. When you have finished reading the passage, try to
understand the overall meaning of the passage. Try to guess the meaning of unfamiliar
words/ expressions from the context. For this you need to look for clues in the text itself.
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