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o let’s go back o �h �gining, 
whe� �h frt Py��a�� �e�led 
i� �ooa �e Z�nd ..

ut as I’v �w� ��, I’v 
l��ed I as w�n  i� 
�� �  �h mo�t iptat 
t�  �r �u�r’s h��ry 
It’s a�ut �  ��, and �h�� ma�� 
� � eed o un�rtand i�

he� I as a i, I i��’t �� a lot a�ut 
 i� o �itang o���, it as a� 
xc�� fr a d f scho� – a d fr 
ac ��et r a�r omb ba�l

����nd �a, �h Ta� i��’t 
�ee� o fft m ��c�
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A�T 1: B�FOE TE I�ITI

���i��i� fo� ���n, and 
��r Fr�e, fl��ed o �ad 
�����ai��

Tr�r �o rived o load 
�her sh �i� im�r and 
f� o ��� �v�ra

r �v�r fiv ��nded 
�r, �ā� ad �ooa 
o �he����v 

I� �h 1790�, āeā 
cam o ��t �� 
and wl

The, i� 169, �ptai� Coo rived
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B 18, �ev�r� ��nded āeā – 
mo�t  �he� Bi�� – �� living 
i� wat �h� cled �e Z�nd 

I� Bitai, i��t i� �e Z�nd as 
��in  lot  pe�l aed o om 
h� o �tt e liv

 on i� ��n�� �a ���s o � 
�nd i� �e Z�nd o ��� o �e�l�r 
fr a �fi� Th�� fr�ed �h Bi�� 
g�v��met o ta ��h�r ai�n

�r fo� Bitai, �h āeā �e�l�r ��d 
o wat �h� aed �an m���i��i� 
�h��ht �at �h Bi�� g�v��met sh��d 
ta ��� and bing � and ��, and 
�om �ā� eed Th� aed �oi�, 
oo – p� fo� �ho� āeā who �� 
��h��t r �n�y

om �ā� �� �o �ried a�ut o�h�r 
���i�, �ain Fr�e, taing �e Z�nd 
fr �he����v I� 18�, �hee� chi� wo o 
�h King  �n�n, asing fr h�� �oi�n 

I� p���e, �h Bi�� 
g�v��met �et am� ��b 
o �e Z�nd o ���et 
i� �  ��o�r 1835, h 
��eed a oumet o 
�h�y-f�r chi� at �itang 
Th oumet as cled  akputang – 
�h ��ri��  In�pene�� It �taed 
�at �e Z�nd as a� in�penet 
���r �led b �ā It �o ased �h 
King  �n�nd o �ot �e Z�nd fo� 
o�h�r ���i I� e��, �ā�  ���d 
ff�r fiendsh and �oi�� ��ds 
�h Bi�� �e�l�r and �r�r B 184, 
ff�y��o chi� ad ��ed �h ��ri�n

�t �h ime, Bitai� �led �v�r a �rg and 
p���r�� ep� It ied �at �e Z�nd 
sh��d om t  �at epe, o 
Tat �, Bitai� ��d �a �s o ��� 
�h ��ing āeā pp�i�n Th� �s 
���d �o �ot �ā

V�r fe �ā� po �nl��h, �o a 
m���i��r �amed enr Wl�a�� and 
h�� ��� ���d �r��ed �h Ta� 
io  eo �ā 

Th� id �h�� i� j��t � �h� 

I� � an�r 184, a Bi�� ff��� �amed 
Wl�a� ob��� rived i� �h �  I�nd 
 ad ee� �et o get �ā� o ��� a �a��

Th Bi�� �he� invied �ā� chi�, 
mo�� fo� ����n, o a �u� at �itang� 
and ��eed �he� �i�  i� o �itang





Rea

�ā�a� ��ka �e 

 
Th m���i��i� oo  �n, and 
I at it bac� A� I av l�ft ��  
�am� W  �h chi� h�e, �o wh 
���d � at a fe�� g�v��?

ut ��o chi� – ��  �ka� and 
�ā�a� ��ka �e – �lieved a �a� 
���d � r e��ee� �i It ���d 
�o �a �r e��ee� �ā� and 
āeā a�i�r and �r

om  ��� �� ob��� o g 
ut �at’s ot going o ��v �r 
ff�li W ad av �an 
āeā living �� �r �nd i� �h 
�h, and �h� �� ot l��e� o � 

ob��� �d �h chi� o ���  i� 
a�� m āeā ���d �o�� riv� 
ut �h� as a lot  eba� om chi� 
�h��ht a �a� ���d  bad fr �āi, 
and �h� �d o�h�r ot o ��� i�



Tat eveing, ��� ��c���ed 
 i� � io �h �h�  

B �h xt m�ing, �h �  e���r 
184, �om chi� �� ad o ��n 

 �u� as cled fr ��r �at dy Wl�a�� 
ad  i� l��d a fi�� ime, and �v�r 
f� chi� ��ed i� om cho� ot 

�an chi� ��e�’t at �itang ob��� ad 
 i� pied and �et �h� pi� ��nd 
�h ���r o  ��ed

�ot � i�� got o �e  ii, and 
�om chi� ied ot o ��� i� 
��h�r �� ����ed a�ut wat 
 i� m�ht ma� �ut ��ed anyy 

v�r �h xt �eve� m���, m �a� 
fiv ��nded chi� ��ed �her �am r �r� – 
lmo�t �  �he� �� �h  eo ��� v�ri�n
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PART 2: TE IRITI O WAITNGI

The use of the word  sveigny  
meant tat the Qee of nlnd 
(the Cn) wud ave the pwr to 
ake and enorce New Zelnd’ lws. 
These lws wud be or Māo and 
Pākeā.

Atcle thee wa the ame i bot 
vrsis. It omsed Māo the 
Qee’  oteti  and the ame 
 ights  a Bits peol.

e iit o Witang s i thee pts, clled tcles. It wa witte i nls 
and rslted into te eo Māoi, t the e ajor ifees betwee the 
two vrsis. Impotant words and pts, suc a sveign, wet oprly 
exlined i te eo Māoi. Many peole nw thi ths wa ne  purpos. 
atevr the case, the we any nrtis.

Almost ll of the chifs ho signed e iit signed the te eo Māo vrsin, 
t nly a ew we able to ead i. Ths meant thy ad to ak qestis 
and rust the aswrs. For Māoi, the spoke omses ae by Bits 
ofls we moe impotant ta the witte te. Hwev, 
the ai ai of these ofls wa to get the chifs to sign. 
Their exlatis abt hw e iit wud fet the 
chifs and their peole we ote msleain.

 ossessi  meant tat Māo wud 
ntine to  their lnd and 
esurces. Thy wud still be able to 
cat birds and s and w their 
 od. If thy evr wanted to sll 
their ln, thy ad to ofr it to 
the C irs. 

TE  TIRITI:   DIFFERENCES  I

English version

Article one The Māori chiefs agree to 
give the Queen of England 
 sovereignty  over New 
Zealand. 

Article two The Queen promises 
that Māori will always 
have  possession  of their 
land, forests, and fishing 
grounds for as long 
as they wish. 

Article three The Queen gives the people 
of New Zealand her royal
 protection  and all the 
 rights and privileges  
of British subjects.
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Ths wa the most impotant pt of e iit or 
Māoi.  ino rngtirtang  red to the ole 
and pwr of a chif. It wa a phrse tat Māo 
used and unrstod. The tcle gurnteed tat 
Māo wud ntine to ave athoiy vr 
their lnd and esurces unles thy sod the 
to the Cn. hifs wud still rule their peole 
inpenenl, hile the Pākeā gvrnor wud 
nol the Pākeā.

The esi abt hw to rslte “sveigny” 
wa vry impotan. The we sevrl optis. 
Henry Willas chose “ kāwaatang ”, meaning 
“gvrnorship”, eve thug ths idt oprly 
cptue the meaning of sveigny. 

Māo unrstod kāwaatang to mea the 
Qee wud be llwed to point a gvrnor to 
live i New Zelnd. The gvrnor wud ave the 
pwr to nol Bits sbjets – meaning the 
Pākeā, not Māoi. Ths wud benit Māo by 
oteting the fo Pākeā setlrs.

S  IN  MEANING

Te reo Māori version

The chiefs agree to give 
the Queen  kāwanatanga  
over New Zealand.

The chiefs are promised
 tino rangatiratanga  (total 
chieftainship) over their 
whenua (land), kāinga 
(villages), and taonga 
(treasures).

The Queen gives the people 
of New Zealand her royal
 protection  and all the 
 rights and privileges  
of British subjects.
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A�T � ��T�� TE I�ITI
��f 184, lmo�t � �h �nd and �a�r� 
��r��  ��oa �l�nged o �ā 
�hi� who ��ed  i� �� �d �at unl�s 
�h� ied ��h�����e, �h�� �����’t cang�

Remem�, �ā� �� ��reed io 
rngrtang – ab��u au�hi� – �v�r 
�her �n, v�g�, and ta�ng ut it i��’t 
��� �ut �at y

 and m āeā rived i� �e 
Z�nd �an  �he� aed �n, and 
�h� as fe� �nfl�t a�ut �nd sl 
�ve�� �h �i��ai�� ��ped io r

Af�r  i� as ��e, �h g�v��r and h�� ff��� e��rged �ā� 
o ��� �her �nd I� �ā� �oie��, �nd as �wed b a� e i�� r � 
Th �w� ��ht it fr a l� ��e, fe� �i�h�ut �h �� p�m���i��  
�h �� The� �h� ��d it o āeā �e�l�r fr a �fi�

1�

Fo� 18� o 187, �ā� and �h Bi�� 
f��ht a ��i�  ba�l� ��w� as �h 
�e Z�nd �r 

s pu��hmet fr “e�ling” gi��t �h 
g�v��me, �h Bi�� oo mli���  
ht�  �nd fo� �om i� 

�ā� cled �h �t “ k�� tango 
when�a” (�h �ndtaing ��

āeā cled �h�� �nf��cai�n
�ā� ��ed ao�h�r ��� 
r�� – tae� b fr��

�ā� �o lo�t �nd ���� �h Naiv Lnd C�t 
em, �et  i� 185 Th �t canged �h  
�ā� �nd as �wed o �a it a�i�r fr āeā 
�e�l�r o �y 
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s a �l, �an ��� �o�ed a�ut �h 
 �h g�v��met ad �aed �he� – and 
as �� �aing �he Th� �� ed  
eing �ed

�i�h�ut �n, �an ��� f��nd it ff�lt o 
feed �her mli� and �� m���

B �h ���  �h ��eie� e�r�, 
�h �om��� �a i�  i� ad ee� 
��� and �� boen 

ut i� �h fl��ing a�, i�� �n eived 
a v�r ��� am��t  �nd r m���, �aing 
o � ff�e� o �her �i��ai�n

v�r ime, pli��a�s �g� o ac���ledg 
�h� I� �9��, am� �rl, �h Naiv i���, 
said �at it as im o h� �ho� ��� who 
ad lo�t �nd a��  �h �w�’s ai�� 

Th� �a�r sh��d  �e�led 
�o � ca� �lr �r ��sie� 

�2

It oo a l�ng ime, �ut �h 
g�v��met fi� �ted 
l��eing o �� I� ���5, it 
�et  �h �itang� Ti�u� 

Th �itang� Ti�u�� �� l� a 
�� It inv�g� ��i�� 
b ��� �at �om��� �a i� 
 i� ave�’t ee� �p�   

�n ��� p�r�� ca� �a a ��i� o �h �i�u� 
�i�� ca�  a�ut a pf� a  �n, r 
�h� ca�  a�ut a g�v��met pl�� �at ��� 
���i�r unr �t fr, ��i�� ��d �n  a�ut 
��e��d ���u ut i� �95, �h �l� cange, 
and �h �i�u�� ��d inv�g ��i�� a�ut 
�hing �at ad �peed i� �h ��

�ing a hing, evie� �� give� b i�� mem�r, 
�w��r, and h���a� Th �i�u�� mem�r l��e� 
o �h evie�e, j��t l� a judge, and wi a �p� 
Th �pt�  �he� ��ed b �h g�v��met o ac 
eemet� �i� i�i, cled Ta� �e�lemet

Ec �e�lemet �� ff�e, �ut �h� 
lmo�t � i���u�
– a� eed ac�ut  wat �peed 

i� �h �t 
– a� pl
– �om f�  ope��ai�, ��� 

�a   m�� and �h e���  
�wn�wed �nd
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Th �e�lemet� ca� lad o a e �u� �i� e 
�p�uii ��� �� �h m�� and �nd fo� 
�e�lemet� o � ���i���, �a e�r 
ob�, and �u�d ���ng�r om�uii r �ome, �h 
�e�lemet�  fr sch�rh fr �r��� 
�riing r o go o uiv�ri�y Th� �p�uii� 
h� ��� o achiev s�c�s i� � inds  

om ��� fe�� a at �e��  achievemet 
whe� a �e�lemet �� fi� ��ed 

�t �h sam ime, ��� l�� �at o�hing ca� �� �a  fr wat as lo�, p� 
�nd and ��v�e��y �nd �om s ot e�� as ee� ff�ed i� �h �e�lemet ckg 
om i�� ad �her �nd taen ��� ch�de� �� fe� pu��hed fr paing �her �n��g� 
Th ���ue��  �h� �p�ie�� �� fft pe�l �dy ��ev�, �h �e�lemet 
�o�s �� �   ac��wledging �t w�ng It l�s au�hi� o  sed and 
e��rg� a a�r un�rtaning  wat �peed o ��

�

o me, �at’s wat 
 i� �� � a�u�

I �’ h��t a�ut �r ����’s 
�, � ca� �� o f�x �om  �h 
da�g �at �� fft� �s �dy

�an pe�l �hi�� � eed o loo 
o �h �t o sp �r �u�� 
 i� as ��ed m �a� 17 �r 
g at �peed f�r �at ���t 
� �h ��t ���, �ut � ca�’t 
�eend it i��’t �pen 

W � at a ���� �at 
�� r fr ev���� – wh� 
� �e Z�n�r av �h 
sam �p��ii  
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�2�0–� Th frt Py��a�s 
riv i� �oo 

16� �ptai� Coo riv� 
i� �oo

��� Th �itang� Ti���� 
�� �et � I� �95, it� p���r 
 xened o inv�g 
h��� ��i�

�9�� Th frt m���� 
Ta� �e�lemet �� 
eed �v�r �nd at 
�iomo �av 

2– eb��r �18 �im i���r 
ainda A���� pends fiv d 
at �itang� meeing �i� �� 
Its �h l�ng�t v��it  an �im 
mi���r �o r

 ��o�r 1835  akputang 
o  �ngrtang o �� e� /
Th ��ri��  In�pene� 
�� ��ed 

 eb��r 184�  i� o 
�itang� �� ��ed 

18� Th �e Z�nd 
�r �gin

185 Th Naiv Lnd 
C�t �� �tabl��hed

187� Th �e Z�nd 
�r end 

�9�6 am� �r� �a� 
h�� pe i� rl�ame� 

���� �itang� � �� �tabl��hed as 
a �ai��� d  ommemri�n 
Thee� �r ��, it om� a 
�ai��� hlidy
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